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pating nations includes important States from all continents ;
and in general this body will be able to maintain a strong
position because of its independence, and at the same time
on account of its close relations with all other international
bodies dealing with such technical problems. Thus, under
the aegis of the League of Nations, qualified experts of every
nation in the world will be able to carry out the joint investiga-
tion of any question on which they are divided in opinion,
and in the majority of cases they will doubtless find that
misunderstandings can largely be eliminated through personal
contact. This has been proved not only by the records of
similar organisations in the past, but also by the experience
of inter-allied associations during the War, and through the
work of various commissions at the Peace Conference. An
acceptable way out of the difficult situation has thus been
found, and, without recourse to the more ponderous procedure
of diplomacy, which might often tend to complicate or aggra-
vate the issue, a solution has been discovered which in* a
genuine atmosphere of good-will ripens into a settlement.

Some formal system is apparently required to establish
permanent relations between the responsible technical ser-
vices of the various countries so as to facilitate the investiga-
tion of transitory problems or of sudden difficulties. Beyond
this it may be held that the principal task of the international
transit organisation will be to focus attention on important
international agreements of a permanent character, which
alone can safeguard the freedom of communications, no
matter what may be the changes in domestic policy or in
economic orientation. First and foremost it will guarantee
unrestricted transit, which is one of the most vital problems
of the hour. It would, indeed, appear that, with the world
in its present state, it is not only possible but essential to
bring into the sphere of international law the principle of the
freedom of transit which, so far, has had the virtual sanction
of current practice, but is still left to the arbitrary treatment
of individual parties.